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Introduction 

 
The Albert Sloman Library has significant holdings of LGBT-
related material in a variety of formats – books and journals, 
print and online. The following handlist is intended to highlight 
some material of which users may be less aware: important 
periodical holdings – academic, peer-reviewed journals as well 
as magazines and newspapers; reading for pleasure – fiction, 
biography and autobiography; and media items – 
documentaries, TV series and feature films, available on DVD 
and VHS. 
 
This list is not intended to be exhaustive. Further information 
on the Library's holdings – LGBT or otherwise – may be found 
via Encore (http://encore.essex.ac.uk) or elsewhere on the 
Library's website (http://libwww.essex.ac.uk). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ross Whitley 
February 2014  
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Periodicals 
 
In order of date of first issue held. All items are for use in the 
Library only, and may not be loaned. 
 
Mattachine review. HQ 1.M3 (Store A) 
Holdings: v.1 (1955)-v.12 (1966), imperfect; wants 
approximately 33% of issues. 
 
Summary: Issued by the Mattachine Society, one of the 

earliest US homosexual societies. Coverage of the 
emergence of the early gay movement on the US West 
Coast in the 1950s/1960s. Gifted to the Library by 
Professor Ken Plummer, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, 
University of Essex. 

 
One. HQ 1.O61 (Store A) 
Holdings: v.3 (1955)-v.13 (1965), very imperfect; wants 
approximately 75% of issues 
 
Summary: An important magazine issued by gay rights group 

ONE, Inc., covering the emergence of the gay movement 
on the US West Coast. Styled as ONE magazine and 
variously subtitled "the homosexual magazine" and "the 
homosexual viewpoint", it was the one of the first US pro-
gay periodicals. Edited by Don Slater. Gifted to the Library 
by Professor Ken Plummer, 

 
One institute quarterly. HQ 1.O6 (Store A) 
Holdings: no.1 (1958)-no.22 (1970), imperfect; wants 6 of 22 
issues. Publication ceased with no.22. 
 
Summary: Early journal issued by the ONE Institute of 

Homophile Studies, itself a branch of ONE, Inc. Gifted to 
the Library by Professor Ken Plummer.  
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Tangents. HQ 1.T2 (Store A) 
Holdings: v.1 (1965)-v.2 (1968), slightly imperfect; wants 2 of 
19 issues. Publication ceased 1970. 
 
Summary: Another US West Coast magazine from the 1960s 

founded and edited by Don Slater after his departure from 
One. Gifted to the Library by Professor Ken Plummer. 

 
Gay news. f HQ 1.G2 (Store A) 
Holdings: no.1 (1972)-no. 263 (1983), almost perfect; wants 3 
of  263 issues. Publication ceased with no.263. 
 
Summary: Fortnightly UK publication, a collaboration between 

former members of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) and 
the Campaign for Homosexual Equality (CHE), unlike 
other contemporary gay liberation periodicals it was not 
the official organ of any groups and instead carried the 
tagline "the national homosexual paper". Gay news 
famously faced several censorship trials with varying 
success, culminating in a suspended jail sentence for the 
editor, Denis Lemon, and a total of almost £10,000 in fines 
and costs. 

 
Beaumont bulletin: the official newssheet of the 
Beaumont Society. HQ 1.B4 (Store A) 
Holdings: v.5 (1973)-v.10 (1979), very imperfect: wants 
approximately 66% of issues. 
 
Summary: Issued by the Beaumont Society, a UK organisation 

which describes itself as "a national self-help body, run by 
and for those who cross-dress or are trans-sexual". Gifted 
to the Library by Professor Ken Plummer.  



LGBT holdings at the Albert Sloman Library 

5 

Journal of homosexuality. HQ 1.J55 (Floor 4 or Store D) 
Holdings: v.1 (1976)-present, almost perfect. [v.32 (1997)-
present available online] 
 
Summary: The main academic forum on homosexual studies. 

Editorial board includes Professor Ken Plummer; many 
issues as gifts from the editor to the Library. 

 
Beaumag. HQ 1.B4 (Store A) 
Holdings: no. 1-2 (1979), 2 issues only. 
 
Summary: Also issued by the Beaumont Society, at irregular 

intervals. Gifted to the Library by Professor Ken Plummer. 
 
Sexualities. HQ 1.S4 (Floor 4 or Store D) 
Holdings: v.1 (1998)-present [v.2 (1999)-present available 
online] 
 
Summary: Another important academic journal. Founding 

editor, Professor Ken Plummer. Current editorial board 
includes Essex academic Dr Roisin Ryan-Flood.  
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Reading for pleasure 
 

Fiction 
 
In order by date of original publication. Available from Floor 5; 
all items available for long loan. 
 
 Robert Hichens. 1894. The green carnation. PR 6015.I3 
 Virginia Woolf. 1928. Orlando, a biography. 

PR 6045.O67O6 
 Jean Genet. 1947. Querelle of Brest (French: Querelle de 

Brest). PQ 2613.E4 
 Marguerite Yourcenar. 1951. Memoirs of Hadrian (French: 

Mémoires d'Hadrien). PQ 2649.O7 
 Giorgio Bassani. 1958. The gold-rimmed spectacles 

(Italian: Gli occhilali d'oro). PQ 4807.A8 
 Roger Peyrefitte. 1959. Exile of Capri (French: Exilé de 

Capri). PQ 2631.E8 
 James Baldwin. 1962. Another country. PS 3503.A5 
 John Rechy. 1963 City of night. PS 3568.E3 
 Mary Renault. 1968. The charioteer. PR 6035.E6 
 Patricia Nell Warren. 1974. The front runner. PS 3573.A7 
 Manuel Puig. 1976. Kiss of the spider woman (Spanish: 

Beso de la mujer araña). PQ 7798.9.U5 
 Anthony Burgess. 1980. Earthly powers. PR 6003.U7 
 Alice Walker. 1982. The color purple. PS 3573.A54 
 Edmund White. 1982. A boy's own story. PS 3573.H55 
 Iain Banks. 1984. The wasp factory. PR 6052.A63 
 William S. Burroughs. 1985. Queer. PS 3503.U7 
 Jeanette Winterson. 1985. Oranges are not the only fruit. 

PR 6073.I76 
 David Leavitt. 1986. The lost language of cranes. 

PS 3562.E3 
 Edmund White. 1988. The beautiful room is empty. 

PS 3573.H55 
 Michael Cunningham. 1990. A home at the end of the 

world. PS 3553.U484 
 Jewelle Gomez. 1991. The Gilda stories. PS 3557.O43 
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 Dorothy Allison. 1992. Bastard out of Carolina. 
PS 3551.L558 

 Leslie Feinberg. 1993 Stone butch blues, a novel. 
PS 3556.E2 

 Eileen Myles. 1994. Chelsea girl. PS 3563.U8 
 Kathy Acker. 1996. Pussy, king of the pirates. PS 3551.C5 
 Felice Picano. 1996. Like people in history. PS 3566.I3 
 Ann Allen Shockley. 1997. Loving her. PS 3569.H7 
 Alan Hollinghurst 1998. The spell. PR 6058.O55 
 Sarah Waters. 1998. Tipping the velvet. PR 6073.A868 
 Stella Duffy. 1999. Fresh flesh. PR 6054.U51 
 Haruki Murakami. 1999. Sputnik sweetheart. PL 898.M7 
 Alan Hollinghurst. 2004. The line of beauty. PR 6058.O55 
 Kate Worsley. 2013. She rises. PR 6123.O67 
 

Biography and autobiography 
 
In order by date of original publication. Available from Floor 5 
unless otherwise denoted; all items available for long loan. 
 
 Quentin Crisp (autobiography). 1968. Naked civil servant. 

HQ 76.C7 (available from Floor 4) 
 Christopher Isherwood (autobiography). 1976. Christopher 

and his kind. PR 6017.S5 
 Joe Orton (biography). 1978. Prick up your ears, by John 

Lahr. PR 6065.R7 
 Joe Orton. 1986. The Orton diaries. PR 6065.R7  
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DVDs 
 

Documentary films 
 
In order by date of original release. All items available for 1-
day loan. 
 
Tongues untied (1989). DVD 1167 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Marlon Riggs, with assistance from other gay Black 

men, especially poet Essex Hemphill, celebrates Black 
men loving Black men as a revolutionary act. The film 
intercuts footage of Hemphill reciting his poetry, Riggs 
telling the story of his growing up, scenes of men in social 
intercourse and dance, and various comic riffs, including a 
visit to the "Institute of Snap!thology," where men take 
lessons in how to snap their fingers: the sling snap, the 
point snap, the diva snap. The film closes with obituaries 
for victims of AIDS and archival footage of the civil rights 
movement placed next to footage of Black men marching 
in a gay pride parade. (IMDB) 

 
Paris is burning (1990). DVD 320 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: A chronicle of New York's drag scene in the 1980s, 

focusing on balls, voguing and the ambitions and dreams 
of those who gave the era its warmth and vitality. (IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: San Francisco International Lesbian & Gay Film 

Festival. Audience award – best documentary, 1990. 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film 
(documentary), 1992.  
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Silverlake life: the view from here (1993). DVD 410 (Short 
Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Silverlake life: the view from here is the 

extraordinary video diary of living with AIDS. The film 
documents, with guts and humor, the love and dedication 
of longtime companions Tom Joslin and Mark Massi. From 
the emotional challenge of living with a fatal illness to the 
frustration of maintaining daily routines once considered 
simple, Silverlake life is an incredible journey that is 
ultimately a celebration of the power of love and the 
strength of the human spirit. (Docurama) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: Teddy award (LGBT film award at Berlin 

International Film Festival). Best documentary film, 1993.  
 
Celluloid closet (1995). DVD 529 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: A documentary surveying the various Hollywood 

screen depictions of homosexuals and the attitudes 
behind them throughout the history of North American film. 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: Teddy award (LGBT film award at Berlin 

International Film Festival). Best documentary film, 1996.  
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Vita Russo film award, 1996. 
 
Daddy and the muscle academy: Tom of Finland, special 
ed. (2004). DVD 514 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Tom of Finland (born Touko Laaksonen) is one of 

the major icons of the gay world. Taking inspiration from 
his World War II army days, 1950s American bodybuilding 
magazines and biker movies, Tom's erotic drawings of 
uniformed and leather-clad beefcake have become a 
permanent fixture of 20th-century iconography. Completed 
shortly before his death in 1991, this definitive 
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documentary of the man and the artist combines 
interviews with Tom himself, commentary from his "leather 
men," hundreds of original drawings and steamy fantasy 
scenes inspired by his work. (Amazon.co.uk) 

 
Odd people out (2004). DVD 599 (Short Loan Collection) 
Spanish, original title Seres extravagantes. Spanish, with 
English subtitles 
 
Summary: Documentary about the process of marginalization, 

repression and denial of the gay community during the 
first two decades of the Cuban Revolution, through the 
eyes of Cuban writer Reinaldo Arenas. A counterpoint to 
the fictional Before Night Falls, Odd People Out constructs 
a kaleidoscopic depiction of Reinaldo's life and of the 
Cuban gay community before and after the revolution. A 
unique testimony of a unique time and a unique artist, it 
combines rare archival material with contemporary 
footage clandestinely shot in Cuba. (Description from 
case) 

 
Stonewall uprising (2010). DVD 2608 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: Told by Stonewall patrons, reporters and the cop 

who led the raid, Stonewall Uprising recalls the bad old 
days when psychoanalysts equated homosexuality with 
mental illness and advised aversion therapy, and even 
lobotomies; public service announcements warned 
youngsters against predatory homosexuals; and police 
entrapment was rampant. At the height of this oppression, 
the cops raid Stonewall, triggering nights of pandemonium 
with tear gas, billy clubs and a small army of tactical 
police. The rest is history. (Karen Cooper, Director, Film 
Forum)  
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Transfiction (2010). DVD 2125 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Transfiction explores 'ethnofiction' - an 

experimental ethnographic documentary film style in which 
the participants collaborate with the filmmaker to act out 
their own and others' life experiences in improvisations. 
The film focuses on identity and discrimination in the daily 
lives of transgendered Brazilians living in São Paulo. 
Fabia Mirassos projects her life through the role of Meg, a 
transsexual hairdresser confronting intolerance and re-
living memories of abuse. Savana 'Bibi' Meirelles plays 
Zilda who makes her living as one of the many 
transgendered sex workers in São Paulo, as she struggles 
to find her way out of prostitution. (IMDB) 

 

TV series 
 
In order by date of original release. All items available for 1-
day loan. 
 
Queer as folk. Series 1, definitive collector’s ed. (1999). 
DVD 511 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Set in and around the Manchester 'scene', this 

groundbreaking Channel 4 drama was written by Russell 
T Davis, and documents the lives and loves of three 
young gay men: Stuart, Vince and Nathan. (Channel 4) 

 
L word. Series 1-3 (2004-2006). DVD 531-533 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: Mia Kirshner, Jennifer Beals, Pam Grier, Laurel 

Holloman, Erin Daniels, Leisha Hailey and Katherine 
Moennig star in this intimate drama series about a group 
of lesbian friends struggling with romance and careers in 
Los Angeles. (Showtimes) 
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Sugar rush. Series 1-2 (2005-2006). DVD 512, DVD 513 
(Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Drama series based on the novel by Julie Burchill. 

Meet 15-year-old Kim, who has just moved to Brighton 
and developed an earth-shattering, hormone-surging 
crush on her new best friend, Sugar. (Channel 4) 

 

Feature films 
 
In order by date of original release. All items available for 1-
day loan unless otherwise denoted. 
 
Killing of Sister George (1968). DVD 537 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: "Sister George" within The Killing of Sister George 

is Britain's best-loved soap opera character, played by 
actress June Buckeridge (Beryl Reid). Buckeridge has 
become so identified with her character--a sweet old Miss 
Marple-ish nurse who putters around her quaint little 
village on a motor scooter--even her friends call her 
George. But outside the studio she's a hard-drinking, hot-
tempered, foul-mouthed lesbian living with an immature 
young thing she's nicknamed "Childie" (Susannah York, 
who makes her memorable entrance in a sheer baby-doll 
nightie). At her worst Sister George is an abusive monster 
(in a moment of rage she forces Childie to eat the butt of 
her cigar) but beneath the bluster is an insecure television 
actress. When the studio decides to kill her character off 
and an executive makes a play for Childie, the soap star 
desperately clings to her young lover. Director Robert 
Aldrich, best known for his tough action films and gothic 
thrillers, brings his fierce vision of human nature to Frank 
Marcus's play . In its best moments the film simmers in 
angry suspicion and helpless frustration, brought to life by 
Reid's vivacious performance but other scenes are 
overlong and stage-bound and would have benefited 
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greatly from judicious trimming and tightening. The 
caricatured portrayals of lesbian life have aged rather 
poorly--an inevitable sign of the times--but this acidic 
show-biz drama still carries a hefty emotional punch. 
(Amazon.co.uk) 

 
Sunday, bloody Sunday (1971). DVD 575 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: Frank, a mild mannered, popular primary school 

teacher by day, transforms at night to become Peggy a 
predatory, leather daddy stalking the public toilets, bars 
and clubs of Berlin. His sexual appetite knows no bounds 
and as time is short he often has to mark his pupils 
homework sitting inside toilet cubicles eagerly waiting for 
his next distraction. This perfect balance is shattered 
when he meets Bernd the new cashier at the local cinema. 
Bernd is the man who aims to be the love of Franks life. 
Their whirlwind affair leads to Bernd quickly moving in with 
Frank, but both men have wildly opposing views on what 
exactly domestic bliss should be. Frank finds it impossible 
to balance, Bernd, work and public sex and finally 
everything comes to a head during the night of and 
morning after Berlin's annual Queens Ball. 
(Amazon.co.uk) 

 
Sebastiane (1976). DVD 500 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: 300 A.D.: the Roman Sebastianus is exiled to a 

remote outpost populated exclusively by men. Weakened 
by their desires, these men turn to homosexual activities 
to satisfy their needs. However, Sebastianus becomes the 
target of lust for a homosexual centurion, but he rejects 
the man's advances. (IMDB) 

 
Jubilee (1978). DVD 499 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Queen Elizabeth I travels to late twentieth-century 

Britain to discover a tawdry and depressing landscape 
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where life mostly seems aimless and is anyway held 
cheap. Three post-punk girls while away their vacuous 
existence as best they can, from time-to-time straying into 
murder to relieve the boredom. (IMDB) 

 
Taxi zum Klo (1981). DVD 2449 (Short Loan Collection) 
German, with English subtitles. 
 
Summary: Frank, a mild mannered, popular primary school 

teacher by day, transforms at night to become Peggy a 
predatory, leather daddy stalking the public toilets, bars 
and clubs of Berlin. His sexual appetite knows no bounds 
and as time is short he often has to mark his pupils 
homework sitting inside toilet cubicles eagerly waiting for 
his next distraction. This perfect balance is shattered 
when he meets Bernd the new cashier at the local cinema. 
Bernd is the man who aims to be the love of Franks life. 
Their whirlwind affair leads to Bernd quickly moving in with 
Frank, but both men have wildly opposing views on what 
exactly domestic bliss should be. Frank finds it impossible 
to balance, Bernd, work and public sex and finally 
everything comes to a head during the night of and 
morning after Berlins annual Queens Ball. (Amazon.co.uk) 

 
The color purple (1985). DVD 501 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: This film follows the life of Celie, a young black girl 

growing up in the early 1900's. The first time we see Celie, 
she is 14 - and pregnant - by her father. We stay with her 
for the next 30 years of her tough life. (IMDB) 

 
My beautiful launderette (1985). DVD 664 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: An ambitious Asian Briton and his white lover strive 

for success and hope, when they open up a glamorous 
laundromat. (IMDB)  



LGBT holdings at the Albert Sloman Library 

15 

Caravaggio (1986). Videotape 60 (Store A; 3-day loan) 
 
Summary: A retelling of the life of the celebrated 17th-century 

painter through his brilliant, nearly blasphemous paintings 
and his flirtations with the underworld. (IMDB) 

 
Poison (1991). DVD 2236 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Three intercut stories about outsiders, sex and 

violence. In 'Hero,' Richie, at age 7, kills his father and 
flies away. After the event, a documentary in cheesy lurid 
colors asks what Richie was like and what led up to the 
shooting. In the black and white 'Horror,' a scientist 
isolates the elixir of human sexuality, drinks it, and 
becomes a festering, contagious murderer; a female 
colleague who loves him tries to help, to her peril. In 
'Homo,' a prisoner in Fontenal prison is drawn to an 
inmate whom he knew some years before, at Baton 
juvenile institute, and whose humiliations he witnessed. 
This story is told in dim light, except for the bright 
flashbacks. (Amazon.co.uk) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: Teddy award (LGBT film award at Berlin 

International Film Festival). Best feature film, 1991. 
 
The crying game (1992). DVD 502 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Fergus (Stephen Rea), an IRA member, is standing 

guard over a British soldier (Forest Whitaker) who the IRA 
have taken hostage. Against the orders of his superiors, 
he engages in conversation with the man, who tells him 
about his lover Dil (Jaye Davidson), who lives in London. 
Moved by his captive's plight he helps him in a failed 
escape attempt, which leaves the soldier dead and Fergus 
on the run from the IRA. He changes his name and moves 
to London, where he seeks out the exotic Dil.. 
(Amazon.co.uk)  
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Living end (1992). DVD 775 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: A young film critic and a drifter, both of whom are 

homosexual and HIV positive, meet up and go on a crime 
spree. A bleak and uncompromising road movie by first 
time director Gregg Araki. (Amazon.co.uk) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Nominated: Sundance Film Festival. Grand Jury Prize, 

1992. 
 
Orlando (1992). DVD 1229 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Young nobleman Orlando is commanded by Queen 

Elizabeth I to stay forever young. Miraculously, he does 
just that. The film follows him as he moves through 
several centuries of British history, experiencing a variety 
of lives and relationships along the way, and even 
changing sex. (IMDB) 

 
Wedding banquet (1993). DVD 2036 (Short Loan 
Collection) 

Chinese, original title 喜宴 = Hsi yen. Mandarin, with English 

subtitles. 
 
Summary: To satisfy his nagging parents, a gay landlord and 

a female tenant agree to a marriage of convenience, but 
his parents arrive to visit and things get out of hand. 
(IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film 
(independent), 1994.  
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Go fish (1994). DVD 155 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: A romantic tale about finding a soulmate. The only 

difference here is that both partners are women...in 
Chicago's lesbian community. (MGM) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film, 1995. 
 Winner: Teddy award (LGBT film award at Berlin 

International Film Festival). Best feature film, 1994.  
 
Fire (1996). DVD 1120 (Short Loan Collection) 

Indian/Canadian, alternate title Phāyar = फायर 
 
Summary: Ashok (Kulbhushan Kharbanda) runs a family 

business that sells takeout food and which also has a 
video rental store at the side. Ashok's extended family 
includes his wife Radha (Shabana Azmi), his brother Jatin 
(Javed Jaffrey), their ailing mother Biji (Kushal Rekhi) and 
their manservant Mundu (Ranjit Chowdhry), all living 
under the same roof. Jatin, at the insistence of Ashok and 
their mother, Biji, agrees to marry the beautiful Sita 
(Nandita Das) in an arranged marriage, although he is 
actually in love with Julie (Alice Poon), a Chinese-Indian. 
At first glance, you see a happy middle-class family going 
through the normal paces of everyday life. However, as 
the layers are slowly peeled back, we find a simmering 
cauldron of discontent within the family, with almost every 
family member living a lie. Both marriages in the family 
turn out to be emotionally empty, without love or passion. 
While Ashok is an ascetic who has taken a vow of 
celibacy, Jatin is a handsome ladies' man who is still 
openly seeing Julie even after his marriage to Sita. Ashok 
has pledged his total devotion to a religious holy man, a 
swami, in order to purge his life of worldly desires and 
temptations. Radha, bound by her sense of duty to her 
husband, agrees to go along with his wishes. As you can 
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imagine, with both husbands ignoring their spouses' 
emotional and sexual needs (albeit with reasons that are 
totally opposite from each other), it is only a matter of time 
before Radha and Sita look to one another for comfort and 
to satisfy their own passions. In this environment, it is only 
natural that Sita and Radha become fast friends, and, in 
time, much more than that. But their love is not without its 
share of painful obstacles. (Amazon.co.uk) 

 
Ma vie en rose (1997). DVD 1735 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Ludovic is a young boy who can't wait to grow up to 

be a woman. When his family discovers the little girl 
blossoming in him they are forced to contend with their 
own discomfort and the lack of understanding from their 
new neighbors. Their anger and impatience cave and 
Ludovic is sent to see a psychiatrist in the hopes of fixing 
whatever is wrong with him. A movie that addresses trans-
gender and gender issues in general through the eyes of a 
child. (IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film (limited 
release), 1998. 

 Winner: Seattle Lesbian & Gay Film Festival. Best feature, 
1997. 

 
Boys don’t cry (1999). DVD 196 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Female born, Teena Brandon adopts his male 

identity of Brandon Teena and attempts to find himself and 
love in Nebraska. (IMDB) 

 
Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) 
media awards. Outstanding film (limited release), 2000.  
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101 Reykjavik (2000). DVD 430 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Thirty-year-old Hlynur still lives with his mother and 

spends his days drinking, watching porn and surfing the 
net while living off unemployment checks. A girl is 
interested in him, but he stands back from commitment. 
His mother's Spanish flamenco teacher, Lola, moves in 
with them for Christmas. On New Year's Eve, while his 
mother is away, Hlynur finds out Lola is a lesbian, but also 
ends up having sex with her. He soon finds out he and his 
mother are sharing more than a house. Eventually he 
must find out where he fits into the puzzle, and how to live 
life less selfishly. (IMDB) 

 
Before night falls (2000). DVD 1543 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: Episodic look at the life of Cuban poet and novelist, 

Reinaldo Arenas (1943-1990), from his childhood in 
Oriente province to his death in New York City. He joins 
Castro's rebels. By 1964, he is in Havana. He meets the 
wealthy Pepe, an early lover; a love-hate relationship lasts 
for years. Openly gay behavior is a way to spite the 
government. His writing and homosexuality get him into 
trouble: he spends two years in prison, writing letters for 
other inmates and smuggling out a novel. He befriends 
Lázaro Gomes Garriles, with whom he lives stateless and 
in poverty in Manhattan after leaving Cuba in the Mariel 
boat-lift. When asked why he writes, he replies cheerfully, 
"Revenge." (IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Nominated: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film (limited 
release), 2001.  
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Y tu mamá también (2001). DVD 219 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
English title And your mother too. Spanish, with English 
subtitles. 
 
Summary: In Mexico, two teenage boys and an attractive older 

woman embark on a road trip and learn a thing or two 
about life, friendship, sex, and each other. 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 

 Winner: Glitter awards. Best feature (international gay film 
festivals). 2003 [tied with Lan yu] 

 Winner: Glitter awards. Best feature (US film festivals), 
2003 [tied with Far from heaven] 

 
Far from heaven (2002). DVD 278 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: Cathy is the perfect 50s housewife, living the 

perfect 50s life: healthy kids, successful husband, social 
prominence. Then one night she surprises her husband 
Frank kissing another man, and her tidy world starts 
spinning out of control. In her confusion and grief, she 
finds consolation in the friendship of their African-
American gardener, Raymond - a socially taboo 
relationship that leads to the further disintegration of life as 
she knew it. Despite Cathy and Frank's struggle to keep 
their marriage afloat, the reality of his homosexuality and 
her feelings for Raymond open a painful, if more honest, 
chapter in their lives. (IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: Glitter awards. Best picture, 2003 
 Winner: Glitter awards. Best feature (gay press). 2003 
 Winner: Glitter awards. Best feature (US film festivals), 

2003 [tied with Y tu mamá también]  
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Suddenly (2002). DVD 1409 (Short Loan Collection) 
Argentinean/Dutch, original title Tan de repente. Spanish, with 
English subtitles 
 
Summary: An Argentinian Dutch and Latin Comedy Drama 

where a young naive girl Marcia (Tatiana Saphir) learns 
about her sexuality. Marcia is kidnapped by 2 punk 
women Mao (Carla Crespo)& Veronica Hassan (Lenin). 
They take her to a coast which Marcia had never seen 
before. Eventually three women get familiar to each other 
and end up at Lenin's Grandma's friend, Aunt Blanca's 
(Beatriz Thibaudin) house as paying guest. There 
everybody discovers and rediscovers the relationships 
and affect each other. (IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: New York Lesbian and Gay Film Festival. No 

limits award, 2003. 
 
Brokeback mountain (2005). DVD 497 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
 
Summary: Brokeback Mountain is a sweeping epic that 

explores the lives of two young men, a ranch hand and a 
rodeo cowboy, who meet in the summer of 1963 and 
unexpectedly forge a lifelong connection. The 
complications, joys and heartbreak they experience 
provide a testament to the endurance and power of love. 
Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal deliver emotionally 
charged, remarkably moving performances in "a movie 
that is destined to become one of the great classics of our 
time" (Clay Smith, The Insider) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film (wide 
release), 2006.  
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Transamerica (2005). DVD 507 (Short Loan Collection) 
 
Summary: A pre-operative male-to-female transsexual takes 

an unexpected journey when she learns that she fathered 
a son, now a teenage runaway hustling on the streets of 
New York. 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film (limited 
release), 2006. 

 
Fish child (2009). DVD 1537 (Short Loan Collection) 
Argentinean, original title Niño pez. Spanish, with English or 
Spanish subtitles. 
 
Summary: A desperate love story between two young girls of 

extremely different social backgrounds who, unable to find 
a place for their love in the world they live in, are pushed 
to commit a crime. 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: Torino International Gay & Lesbian Film Festival, 

Best feature film, 2010. 
 
Raging sun, raging sky (2009). DVD 1541 (Short Loan 
Collection) 
Mexican, original title Rabioso sol, rabioso cielo. Spanish, with 
English subtitles. 
 
Summary: A story of love, sex and destiny, by director Julian 

Hernandez. Youthful Kieri and Ryo share a deep and 
passionate love for each other. Kieri sets off in search of 
his soul mate after Ryo is kidnapped. A female spirit is 
with Kieri as he searches for Ryo. Ryo escapes and the 
pair will have to work hard to prove their love for each 
other as obstacles are placed in their path along the way. 
(IMDB) 
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LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: Teddy award (LGBT film award at Berlin 

International Film Festival). Best feature film, 2010. 
 
Undertow (2009). DVD 1290 (Short Loan Collection) 
Peruvian, original title Contracorriente. Spanish, with English 
subtitles. 
 
Summary: An unusual ghost story set on the Peruvian 

seaside; a married fisherman struggles to reconcile his 
devotion to his male lover within his town's rigid traditions. 
(IMDB) 

 
LGBT awards and nominations: 
 Winner: San Francisco International Lesbian & Gay Film 

Festival. Best first feature, 2010. 
 Winner: GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation) media awards. Outstanding film (limited 
release), 2010. 


